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official, in writing, to disclose such in-
formation, except that: 

(a) Such information may be dis-
closed, divulged, or made public if it 
has been obtained from or furnished by 
a person who is not the person to whose 
business or property such information 
relates or an employee of such latter 
person, or if such information is other-
wise required by law to be furnished to 
an official; 

(b) Such information may be fur-
nished to other officials for use in the 
regular course of their official duties; 

(c) Such information may be com-
bined and published in the form of gen-
eral statistical studies or data in which 
the identity of the person furnishing 
such information or from whom it was 
obtained shall not be disclosed; 

(d) Such information may be dis-
closed upon lawful demand made by the 
President or by either House of Con-
gress or any committee thereof, or, if 
the Secretary determines that such 
disclosure is not contrary to the public 
interest, such information may be dis-
closed in response to a subpena by any 
court of competent jurisdiction. 

(e) Such information may be offered 
in evidence (whether or not it has been 
obtained from or furnished by the per-
son against whom it is offered) by or on 
behalf of the Secretary, the United 
States, or the official who obtained it 
or to whom it was furnished, in any ad-
ministrative hearing held pursuant to 
section 8c(15)(A) of the Act or in any 
action, suit, or proceeding, civil or 
criminal, in which the Secretary or the 
United States or any such official is a 
party, and: 

(1) Which is instituted (i) for the pur-
pose of enforcing or restraining the 
violation of any marketing agreement 
or marketing order, or (ii) for the pur-
pose of collecting any penalty or for-
feiture provided for in the Act, or (iii) 
for the purpose of collecting any mon-
ies due under a marketing agreement 
or marketing order, or 

(2) In which the validity of any mar-
keting agreement or marketing order, 
or any provision of either, is chal-
lenged or involved. 

(f) Such information may be fur-
nished to the duly constituted authori-
ties of any State, pursuant to a written 
agreement made under authority of 

section 10(i) of the Act, to the extent 
that such information is relevant to 
transactions within the regulatory ju-
risdiction of such authorities. 

§ 900.211 Penalties. 

Any official who shall have violated 
the provisions of § 900.210 by wilfully di-
vulging, disclosing, or making public 
any information acquired by or fur-
nished to or in the possession or cus-
tody of such official pursuant to the 
provisions of a marketing agreement or 
marketing order shall be subject to a 
penalty of $100 for each offense. (The 
civil penalty provided in this section is 
prescribed under the authority con-
tained in sec. 10(c) of the Act (7 U.S.C. 
610(c)); this provision is not intended to 
supersede the provision in section 8d(2) 
of the Act (7 U.S.C. 608d(2)) for criminal 
liability and removal from office.) 
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§ 900.300 General. 

Unless otherwise prescribed, the pro-
cedure contained in this subpart shall 
be applicable to each producer ref-
erendum conducted for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether the issuance by 
the Secretary of a milk marketing 
order is approved or favored, as re-
quired under the applicable provisions 
of the Agricultural Marketing Agree-
ment Act of 1937, as amended (48 Stat. 
31, as amended, 7 U.S.C. 601–674). The 
procedure in this subpart replaces the 
procedure for conducting similar 
referenda (15 FR 5177) issued August 7, 
1950. 

§ 900.301 Definitions. 

As used in this subpart and in all sup-
plementary instructions, forms, and 
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